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THREATS TO DEMOCRATIC ELECTIONS

A DISENGAGED ELECTORATE

VOTER APATHY



WHY 
VOTE?



YOUR LIFE MIGHT DEPEND ON IT



RESOURCES EXIST

TO ENABLE YOUR VOTE

• Ballot Brief

• Ballotpedia.org

• Iwillvote.com

• DRNY.org

• Supportrecovery.US

• VOTE411.org

• VOT-ER.org

• VOTE.org

• VOTESMART.org

• USA.gov



Registration / 
Re-registration

https://www.vote.org/ 

https://www.vote.org/


VOTE411.ORG



• Launched by the League of Women Voters Education Fund (LWVEF)
• Absentee ballot information
• Early voting options (where applicable)
• Election dates
• Candidates in various federal, state and local races
• ID requirements
• Polling place locator with info about precincts
• Registration deadlines
• Voter qualifications
• Voter registration forms
• Voting machines

HTTPS://www.VOTE411.org

HTTPS://www.VOTE411.org
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https://www.vote411.org/voting-rules

https://www.vote411.org/voting-rules
https://www.vote411.org/voting-rules
https://www.vote411.org/voting-rules


Dive Deeper for More Information

Massachusetts Voting Information

https://www.vote411.org/massachusetts
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Preparing 
to Vote

• Former presidents (Gerald Ford and Jimmy Carter), former candidates (Barry 
Goldwater,  and George McGovern), and politicians of both parties (Richard 
Kleindienst and Geraldine Ferraro) are among the founders of VoteSmart.  

• Now a website (https://www.votesmart.org/) contains the non-partisan information 
about candidates. 

applewebdata://361BFD15-5B34-4E58-95A0-723F788345DA/VoteSmart
https://www.votesmart.org/


The Issues?
  The Candidates?

Affecting me?

Affecting my 
community?

Affecting the 
country?



• https://www.Ballotbrief.org

https://www.Ballotbrief.org
https://www.Ballotbrief.org


Los Angeles, California



Candidates seeking 
reelection

• What do I know about their record? 
Votes? Positions? Service?

• Does this person deserve my vote?



State & Local Elections
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Congressional, state, and local elections | 
USAGov

Congressional, state, and local elections | USAGov

Congressional, state, and local elections | USAGov

https://www.usa.gov/midterm-state-and-local-elections
https://www.usa.gov/midterm-state-and-local-elections
https://www.usa.gov/midterm-state-and-local-elections


Local Issues Matter



https://ballotpedia.org/Main_Page

https://ballotpedia.org/Main_Page


Down Ballot Matters





Jenessa Seymour – Disability Rights 
New York



Make a Plan to Vote

Create a checklist of important things to consider, including:

Transportation – 
bus or subway, 
carpool or ride 

share 

Documentation or 
identification 

Household 
assistance, 
including 

babysitting 

Accommodations 
for special needs

Weather -- Do I 
need an umbrella, 

water bottle, 
power snack?

Sample ballot or 
hand deliver a 

ballot



CASTING A BALLOT:

  
 HOW?
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Early Voting Dates - VoteAmerica

https://www.voteamerica.org/early-voting/
https://www.voteamerica.org/early-voting/
https://www.voteamerica.org/early-voting/
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(vote411.org)

ARIZONA

>>>>>>>>>>>

>>>>>>>>>>>



EARLY MAIL BALLOT 

(VOTE411.org)

>>>>>>>>>

NEW YORK

>>>>>>>>>



What to Do 
if You Have 

Problems on 
Election Day

Phyllis Vine and Luke Sikinyi, Alliance for Rights and Recovery, September 2026 



13 Things Voters with Disabilities Need to Know, 
Disability Rights New York



NEXT STEPS
Become A Candidate: Utah’s Evan Done



WHO VOTED?
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Thank you!

Major thanks to Jenessa Seymour and Evan Done for sharing their expertise 
and stories! 

Visit the Alliance for Rights and Recovery’s website rightsandrecovery.org to 
learn more and view this presentation once ready! 
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